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In Memoriam: Adriana Garbagnati (1964-2026) 
 
The International Theatre Institute (ITI) mourns the passing of 
Adriana Garbagnati, Program Director and Coordinator at La 
MaMa Umbria International in Spoleto, and active member of 
the Italian Centre of ITI. She unexpectedly left us on 10 May 
2026, leaving behind a profound void in the world of 
performing arts. 
 
Adriana’s journey in the arts began in the early 2000s with 
Offucina Eclectic Art, marking the start of a lifelong dedication 
to cultural innovation. As La Mama Umbria International’s 
director, she breathed new life into the former monastery of 
Santa Maria Reggiana in Spoleto, the space where Ellen 
Stewart established the European headquarters of the La 
MaMa Experimental Theatre Club, becoming a bridge 
between Umbria and New York’s avant-garde spirit. 
 
Adriana passionately and diligently carried forward the artistic 
legacy of Ellen Stewart, being not just a guardian of this 
legacy, but a creative force and a guiding light for innovative 
cultural experiences that transformed Umbria into a global crossroads for the performing arts. 
 
Her unwavering dedication to preserving and nurturing Ellen Stewart’s vision allowed generations of 
international artists to find not only a home but also a mentor, who welcomed them with warmth, built 
meaningful relationships, and inspired their growth. 
 
She had an extraordinary ability to see and nurture potential in others, guiding young artists with 
conviction, sensitivity, and discretion, and supporting them every step of the way. At La MaMa 
Umbria, she coordinated workshops, productions, training programs, and festivals, collaborating 
closely with local organizations. 
 
Adriana Garbagnati’s legacy is one of passion, innovation, and boundless generosity. She leaves 
behind a world enriched by her vision, her mentorship, and her unwavering belief in the 
transformative power of the arts. While she may no longer be with us, her spirit lives on in the artists 
she inspired, the spaces she nurtured, and the communities she brought together. 
 
With love and respect, 
Italian Centre of the International Theatre Institute 


