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56. WEEK OF SLOVENIAN DRAMA FESTIVAL, Kranj, Slovenia

THE GUEST HOUSE

Artistic Freedom on the Line: Theatre in Politically Charged Contexts
Round table with international guests
31. 3. 2026, at 5.30 pm, Skrlovec Tower

In collaboration with Oder Cultural Institute Ljubljana, the Slovenian Centre of the International Theatre Institute
(SC ITI) and PreSeren Theatre Kranj

Partners: ACAR ITI (Action Committee for Artists Rights ITI Worldwide), Hungarian Centre ITI, Vienna Festival
(Wiener Festwochen) | Free Republic of Vienna
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The Guest House, a platform for contemporary international topics, will be dedicated to an in-depth discussion of
how the current governing politics shapes artistic creativity — from censorship, self-censorship, and employment
pressures to funding limitations and interference with artistic programmes. With guests from the region, we will
be comparing experiences from Serbia (ne:Bitef), Slovakia, and Hungary, and opening a broader contemplation of
the freedom of artistic expression in Europe as embodied by the Vienna Festival (Wiener Festwochen) | The Free
Republic of Vienna. Drawing on concrete examples and the experiences of artists in this region, we will consider
how to preserve artistic integrity and resilience amid cultural and political challenges.

What, then, creates space for politically engaged, thematically relevant and independent creativity, what is, in
essence, a dialogue between artists, audience and the general public, and what are the frames of the communal
production field in which the art not only presents itself but actively co-creates the public sphere?

Moderator: Tatjana AZzman, dramaturg, president of the SC ITI and the ACAR ITI coordinator

The event will be held in English.



