
 

 
 

Star Returning: Venice 
A New Adaptation by Lemi Ponifasio for the Venice Biennale and  
Sibiu International Theatre Festival 2026 
 
Star Returning: Venice, a new adaptation of Lemi Ponifasio's ongoing Star Returning project, will 
be presented in June 2026 at two leading European festivals: the 54th International Theatre 
Festival of La Biennale di Venezia and the 33rd Sibiu International Theatre Festival. 

Following its presentation at the Holland Festival 2025, this new adaptation continues an artistic 
exploration developed by Lemi Ponifasio in collaboration with Yi artists from the mountainous 
Daliangshan region of China. 

Known for creating works that move between ceremony, performance, and theatre, Ponifasio 
draws inspiration from Indigenous cultures across the Pacific and beyond. In Star Returning: 
Venice, the shared myths, cultural memory, and relationship with nature found within Yi culture 
become the foundation for a reflection on community, humanity, and our place in the world. 

The production is presented by Liangshan Culture and Tourism Group and co-produced by the 
International Theatre Institute (ITI). 

Performance Information: 
54th International Theatre Festival of La Biennale di Venezia 
20 June 2026, 21:00 
21 June 2026, 18:00 
Venice, Italy 

33rd Sibiu International Theatre Festival 
25 June 2026, 16:00 and 22:00 
Sibiu, Romania 

ITI members and Centres who may wish to attend the performances in Venice or Sibiu are warmly 
invited to contact the General Secretariat for further information and assistance. 

 

https://www.labiennale.org/en/theatre/2026/biennale-teatro-2026/lemi-ponifasio-star-returning-%E2%80%93-venice-2026-06-20-21-00
https://www.labiennale.org/en/theatre/2026/biennale-teatro-2026/lemi-ponifasio-star-returning-%E2%80%93-venice-2026-06-20-21-00

