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SUNFLOWER PROJECT

UBUNTU - I am because you are, and you are, because we are.
Across stages and distances, we meet again -
Through art, we remain connected.

Gladys and Tatjana with Body of the Dunes Workshop
Sahara International Theatre Festival, Adrar, Algeria, December 2025; Photo Credits: Mansouri
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Dear friends and colleagues of the ITI community,

As the new year unfolds, the Slovenian Centre ITI, Oder/Stage Institute for Performing Arts, Gladys and Tatjana,
send you our warmest greetings.

We do not greet you with words alone as we celebrate the rebirth of a yearly cycle. We honour creation, reflection, and the
enduring bonds that hold our artistic community together with awareness that the core of any creative project is not an
ornament. It is a real space where imagination meets care, where dialogue flows, and where friendship is practised. Without
investment, sustainability, and care, there is no art. Art flourishes where artists are supported, where spaces endure, where
communities are empowered, and where creation is nourished across time.

The Slovenian Centre ITI decided to reallocate financial resources to support the construction and creation of a dance studio
by Gladys Agulhas, an artist, colleague, and author of the International Dance Day Message of 2008, based in Johannesburg,
South Africa.

Our friendship is born of our respect for our diverse artistic skills, where values are nurtured and boiled over into the next
generation, Gladyses' communities, her local and our global work, a foundation for all we imagine: more connections,
bringing performing art to the people, sustainability locally, and growth internationally — always with the art at the centre.

In the spirit of sustainable international collaboration, a part of this dream is to launch the Sunflower Project—an artistic
process in development, born of two arts practitioners and two countries who bonded through ITI Worldwide's mission,
vision, and values. We named this togetherness and belonging Sunflower Project, because for us, it is a symbol rooted in
“you and me”, with no fixed form; it grows between us as a quiet presence. We are the ground it rises from, the hands that
tend it, the eyes that witness its turning. It moves like a thought we cannot hold; it plants seeds, focuses on the future and
respects our past and experience.

We wish all a fresh and inspiring start with hope our communities will focus on memorable and empowering actions,
friendship and collaboration, deepen our connections and open new growth opportunities, reminding us that spaces for
creation do not require grand gestures, and that the gifts to us and future generations are a shared legacy we can always
build together.

With collegial warmth and hope for the year ahead,

Slovenian Centre ITIl, Oder/Stage Institute for Performing Arts Ljubljana
Gladys and Tatjana



