Obituary

Ataur Rahman
1941 - 2026

The International Theatre Institute deeply mourns the passing of Ataur Rahman, former President
of the Bangladesh Centre of ITI, who died on 12 May 2026 at the age of 84.

A renowned theatre director, actor and organiser, Ataur Rahman was widely regarded as one of
the pioneers of Bangladesh’s post-independence theatre movement. In recognition of his
outstanding contribution to theatre, he received two of the country’s highest civilian honours: the
Swadhinata Puraskar and the Ekushey Padak.

A postgraduate in Social Science from the University of Dhaka, he became a leading stage director
and television actor. His celebrated directorial works included Waiting for Godot, Raktakarabi,
Galileo, Irsha, Banglar Mati Banglar Jol, Narigon and Aphekkhaman.

Ataur Rahman maintained a longstanding relationship with ITI. In addition to previously serving as
President of the Bangladesh Centre of ITI, he chaired ITI's New Theatre Committee and participated
in several ITI World Congresses. He also served as Chairman of the Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation and was the founding General Secretary of the Nagorik Theatre Group.

Beyond his work in theatre, he authored several books of poetry and criticism.
He is survived by his wife, son and daughter. The ITI community joins his family, colleagues, friends

and many admirers in mourning his passing and honouring his significant contribution to theatre
in Bangladesh and internationally.



