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“I AM THE SULTAN?” by Laouni Bellil - New eBook Edition by Macedonian Center
ITI/PRODUKCIJA

The Macedonian Center ITI/PRODUKCIJA has published a new eBook: “I AM THE SULTAN
(On Fruit and Health — A Gentle Dramatic Didactic Play for Children)”, a play by Algerian
theatre artist, actor, storyteller and director Laouni Bellil from Mascara, Algeria.

The text was translated from Arabic into French by Laouni Bellil, and from French into English
and Macedonian by Ivanka Apostolova Baskar.

Performed in Algeria between 2010 and 2026, the play introduces children to different kinds of
fruit and vegetables through a simple and humorous dramatic story, while exploring their
importance for health, immunity, physical strength, vitality, and the well-being of both body and
mind.

The publication of the eBook forms part of a broader intercultural theatre collaboration between
North Macedonia and Algeria, developed through the work of the Macedonian Center
ITI/PRODUKCIJA and Laouni Bellil.

As part of the project “On-the-job Training — Collaboration with Laouni Bellil,” supported by the
Hartefact Fund, a hybrid residency and professional training programme was implemented in
Skopje in August and September 2026. The programme focused on contemporary theatre and
puppetry for children, the exchange of professional practices, and the development of new joint
projects for 2027.

Author: Laouni Bellil

Place of creation and performance: Mascara, Algeria
Performance period: 2010-2026

New eBook Edition 2026: Macedonian Center ITI/PRODUKCIJA



Residency of Laouni Bellil (Algeria) in Skopje, North Macedonia

As part of the project “On-the-job Training — Collaboration with Laouni Bellil”, focused on
training in the design and implementation of theatre projects for children and supported by the
Hartefact Fund, Algerian theatre actor, storyteller and mentor in puppetry and theatre for children
Laouni Bellil undertook a professional residency in North Macedonia in August and September
2026.

The residency programme was implemented in a hybrid format — digital and in-person —
combining online activities, professional meetings, research, educational and creative sessions,
the co-creation of a joint project for 2027, as well as direct work and the exchange of experience
with local collaborators and members of the Macedonian Center ITI/PRODUKCIJA team.

The programme aims to strengthen intercultural cooperation and the exchange of professional
theatre practices between North Macedonia and Algeria, with a particular focus on contemporary
theatre and puppetry for children, experimental video theatre, and the development of new
creative and educational formats for children’s programmes and projects.

Short Biography — Laouni Bellil

Laouni Bellil (1990, Mascara, Algeria) is a sensitive and versatile theatre actor, storyteller and
director, recognised for his expertise in theatre for children within the Algerian context, with a
particular focus on puppetry and the art of storytelling.

He is an experienced mentor and creative workshop facilitator, specialising in the development of
methodologies for working with children through puppetry. He holds both undergraduate and
Master’s degrees from the Drama Academy at the State University of Oran, Algeria, where his
academic and artistic research focused on the development and direction of puppet performances
for young audiences.

Over the past decade, he has actively created and delivered numerous theatre workshops for
children across different regions of Algeria, including Oran, Algiers, Mascara and Adrar. His
practice is grounded in adapting theatre methodologies to local cultural, educational and socio-
economic conditions, making him a practitioner with substantial field experience in developing
accessible and context-sensitive models of theatre for children.

His professional interests focus on advancing puppetry as both an educational and artistic tool for
children’s development, as well as exploring sustainable, community-based models of cultural
participation and engagement.

At the same time, he is interested in further developing his competencies in establishing and
managing cultural organisations inspired by European models, with the aim of creating long-term
collaborations and partnerships with regional and national theatres in Algeria, as well as with
primary and secondary schools.

Alongside his theatre practice, Laouni Bellil writes contemporary plays and screenplays inspired
by traditional Algerian and Arab-Maghreb cultural heritage, contributing to the preservation,

contemporary interpretation and transmission of local narratives to young audiences.

He is currently collaborating with the National Association for Investment in Tourism in Algeria.



