General Secretariat of ITI

Highlights of the 172nd Executive Council Session — Shanghai, October 2025

The 172nd Executive Council Session of ITI took place on 28-29 October 2025 at ITI
Headquarters in Shanghai, under the leadership of President Jessica A. Kaahwa and Director
General Chen Zhongwen.

A major outcome of the 172nd Executive Council Session was the adoption of the Strategic
Development Plan 2025-2029, titled “Art at the Centre — Connection through Creation.” The
plan reaffirms ITI’s identity as a living movement of art and collaboration, uniting artists,
educators, and institutions in an open and creative network. The Council also discussed the
selection of the 2026 World Theatre Day and International Dance Day Message Authors, and
initiated preparations for the 38th ITI World Congress, with the potential host country to be
announced once all organizational aspects are confirmed. During the session, two new
Honorary Members were nominated and recognized for their lasting contributions to ITl’s
mission and to the performing arts worldwide. The Executive Council also warmly welcomed
the World Theatre Ambassador in Residence, whose artistic vision continues to support ITl’s
creative direction, and granted ITI Worldwide Patronage to two international events.

These outcomes highlight ITI’s continued dedication to creativity, cultural exchange, and
international collaboration across the performing arts.



