
OPEN CALL
ITI ACADEMY WEEK FELLOWSHIP

APPLY BY JANUARY 5, 2026

21 - 28 JUNE 2026 IN CHEMNITZ / BERLIN

The German Centre of the International Theatre Institute 
(ITI) invites artists and theatre makers worldwide to apply 
for a one-week fellowship at the ITI Academy Week at 
THEATER DER WELT 2026. 

01/03

ITI-GERMANY.DE01/04

The International Theatre Institute (ITI) is the largest global organization for the 
performing arts, founded on the initiative of UNESCO. It fosters international 
exchange, freedom of the arts and cultural understanding through theatre and 
dance.
The ITI Academy Week will take place during the festival THEATER DER WELT from 
June 21 to 28, 2026 in Berlin and Chemnitz. THEATER DER WELT is one of the most 
important international theatre festivals in Germany. It shows perspectives from 
different regions of the world, overcomes borders and connects people.
The ITI Academy is a platform for international encounters and artistic research. It 
sees itself as a laboratory for collective resilience and resistance in art and theater.

The fellows of the ITI Academy Week 2026 are at the beginning of their artistic careers. 
During the week, they will attend performances and events of THEATER DER WELT, 
work together with artists from the ITI Academy LABs and exchange perspectives 
on topics such as artistic freedom and censorship, practices of collective care, fair 
collaboration and decolonization. In addition, questions of community and relating 
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https://www.iti-germany.de/en/world-federation/world-organization
https://www.iti-germany.de/en/meeting-exchange/theater-der-welt
https://www.iti-germany.de/en/meeting-exchange/the-iti-academy
https://www.iti-germany.de/en/meeting-exchange/iti-academy-lab
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The ITI Academy Week constists of the following programme: 
•	 attending the performances and accompanying programme of Theater der Welt 

2026 during the ITI Academy Week 
•	 exclusive artist and curational talks related to the festival
•	 participation in workshops on resilience and forms of collective resistance in 

the (Performing) Arts
•	 exchange and networking opportunities with international theatre makers and 

cultural practitioners
•	 2 individual one-to-one mentoring sessions by artists of the ITI Academy LABs 

accompanying the ITI Academy Week
 
The participation in the entire programme is free of charge, but mandatory. 
Participation requires attendance and active participation in the entire program from 
21 to 28 June 2026 as well as in the 3 online meetings in the run-up to the ITI Academy 
Week.

The fellowship includes: 
•	 tickets for performances and events of the festival THEATER DER WELT during 

the ITI Academy Week
•	 Hotel accommodation including breakfast 
•	 per diems 
•	 transfer by train from Berlin to Chemnitz as well as public transportation costs 

during the ITI Academy Week
•	 Travel and health insurance (for international fellows)
•	 assistance with visa applications and payment of visa fees (for international 

fellows)
•	 contribution to travel costs (train, 2nd class, or air travel, economy class) 

We recommend that applicants, especially those coming from countries with 
student and artist mobility programs, seek additional support through univer-
sities, research institutions, NGOs, or other relevant organizations. We gladly 
helping with this.

Programme

to each other in collectives and across cultural borders will be reflected upon. The 
learning of different perspectives, aesthetics and working methods plays a central role.
The fellows become part of the alumni network of the ITI Academy, which aims to 
sustain and strengthen international connections. The worldwide network of the ITI 
forms the basis for this.
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This global Open Call for the ITI Academy Week addresses artists, theatre makers and 
persons, who are…  

•	 connected to one of the national ITI centers from the worldwide network of 
the International Theatre Institute - or have an interest in becoming part of the 
worldwide ITI network

•	 at the beginning of their artistic career, but have already gathered some profes-
sional experience 

•	 enthusiastic about the power of theater and the arts as drivers of empathy, 
learning and change

•	 having a strong interest in the intersection of art, activism, social criticism, and 
social participation

•	 using their practice to raise questions about justice, sustainability, responsi-
bility, and belonging

•	 having a good command of English.  

Who can apply?

The application must include the following documents:

•	 Letter of motivation (max. 1 page) considering the following questions: 
 What do you hope to gain from the ITI Academy Week? 
 How does your current practice relate to current social issues? 
 How can you contribute to making the ITI Academy Week an enriching 
experience? 

•	 Brief classification of your connection to ITI (max. ½ page): Describe whether 
you are already involved in the ITI Worldwide network and/or the ITI Committee 
“Network of Emerging Arts Professionals” (NEAP), and if so, in what way. (This is 
not a condition for participation however).

•	 An artistic CV or a text which outlines your artistic background (max. one page), 
if necessary with links or an attachment (max. 5 pages) to work samples with 
short descriptions, images or sound material.

Please send us your complete application by January 5, 2026 by Email (with attache-
ments in PDF format) to academy@iti-germany.de.

Application

Application deadline: January 5, 2026 (23:59, CET) 
Invitations of fellows: end of January 2026 

Announcement of selected fellows: mid February 2026 
3 preparatory online meetings: between March and June 2026 

Start: June 21, 2026 (Arrival)
 End: June 28, 2026 (Departure) 
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 The German Center of the International Theatre Institute is committed to diversity, 
equity and inclusion, and welcomes applicants with various experiences, knowledge, 
and artistic positions. We strongly encourage emerging professionals to apply, who 
had to leave their country of origin due to war or for political, social or economic 
reasons, as well as professionals facing structural exclusion or access barriers to the 
performing arts sector.

 We strive to make the program as accessible as possible. Individual needs and 
requirements will be queried in the further planning of the program.
 Unfortunately, the venues and workshop rooms in which the ITI Academy takes 
place are not all wheelchair accessible. However, we try to respond to different needs. 
 Since the working language of the ITI Academy is English, it is recommended to 
be able to speak and write English at a sufficient level. 

Accessibility
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 Find the Open Call online here. 
Application by January 5, 2026 to: academy@iti-germany.de

For questions regarding the application process please contact 
Malin Nagel (she/her) at  m.nagel@iti-germany.de  or join our info sessions: 

November 5, 2025, 13:00 (CET)
December 3, 2025, 13:00 (CET)
December 8, 2025, 14:00 (CET) 

(please register)

https://www.iti-germany.de/en/meeting-exchange/the-iti-academy/iti-academy-week-open-call-2026
mailto:academy%40iti-germany.de%20?subject=
mailto:m.nagel%40iti-germany.de?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/wT1BcucqQTGWURMH9xdDFw
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/C9687RDLQtW0NcWDH-M8Vw
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/PNWqyZwAR0SjatGi2zUZ6w#/registration

