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Programme announcement

Five productions from Cyprus, Spain, Latvia and Greece comprise the programme of the 29th edition of the
“International Festival of Ancient Greek Drama”, organised by the Department of Contemporary Culture of the
Deputy Ministry of Culture and the Cyprus Centre of the International Theatre Institute.

This year’s Festival will take place from 3 July to 8 August 2026 at the Curium Ancient Theatre in Limassol, the
Ancient Odeon in Paphos and the Makarios Ill Amphitheatre in Nicosia.

The audience will have the opportunity to attend productions by prominent theatre organisations and artistic
groups from abroad and Cyprus, each approaching ancient Greek drama through contemporary stage
interpretations and diverse aesthetic and dramaturgical perspectives. Most of the productions in this year’s
Festival engage, in different ways, with the themes of war, violence, and collective trauma, highlighting the
timeless power of ancient drama to shed light on pressing issues of the contemporary world.

The organisers’ aim is to ensure the continued leading presence of the “International Festival of Ancient Greek
Drama” in the cultural life of Cyprus, with a focus on cultivating theatre education, enhancing the accessibility
and appeal of ancient drama to audiences, and contributing to the development of the country’s cultural
tourism.

The productions of the Festival
= THE TROJAN WOMEN by Euripides | Come y Calla Productions & Mérida International Classical Theatre
Festival, Spain
July 3 and 4 | Curium Ancient Theatre
Euripides’ The Trojan Women, directed by Carlota Ferrer and produced by Come y Calla Productions in
collaboration with the Mérida International Classical Theatre Festival, opens this year’s Festival programme.
The acclaimed Spanish actress Isabel Ordaz stars as Hecuba, supported by a dynamic ensemble of actors, in a
performance that transforms Euripides’ tragedy into a contemporary theatrical experience, highlighting the
violence of war and its consequences on the bodies and lives of the defeated. The Spanish production
premiered in 2025 at the Mérida International Classical Theatre Festival to critical and audience acclaim.

= HECUBA by Euripides | Daugavpils Theatre, Latvia

July 10 and 11 | Paphos Ancient Odeon
The Daugavpils Theatre, one of the oldest professional theatres in Latvia, presents Euripides’ Hecuba, directed
by Tatiana Stepancenko-Bogdana. The production stands out for its use of Latgalian, a regional language of
eastern Latvia, lending a distinctive, almost primal tone to the stage language. Through a contemporary
directorial approach, Hecuba becomes a reflection on violence, loss, and human endurance, engaging with a
world where conflicts continue to leave indelible marks.

= LYSISTRATA by Aristophanes | National Theatre of Northern Greece
July 17 and 18 | Curium Ancient Theatre

The National Theatre of Northern Greece (NTNG) presents Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, directed by Asterios
Peltekis, with Elisavet Konstantinidou in the title role. She is joined on stage by Katerina Papoutsaki, Krateros
Katsoulis, Alexandra Palaiologou, Panagiotis Petrakis, Nikos Georgakis, Kostas Santas, Giannis Charisis and
Sofia Kalekmeridou, alongside a large ensemble of actors from NTNG. The performance, through the humour
and satirical force of Aristophanes, articulates a deeply political discourse on crisis, decay, and the need for a
collective restart of society.
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= SEVEN AGAINST THEBES by Aeschylus | Persona Theatre Company, Cyprus

July 27 and 28 | Makarios Il Amphitheatre

July 31 and August 1 | Curium Ancient Theatre
Award-winning artist Lea Maleni directs the participation of Cyprus in this year's Festival. Supported by an
outstanding group of artists, Lea Maleni entrusts the roles of the production to Anna Yiangiozi, Giannis
Karaoulis, Semeli Kyriazi, Marina Mandri, Vasilis Michael, Andreas Papamichalopoulos and Myrsini
Christodoulou, composing a polyphonic stage creation that engages with the present through Aeschylus’s
emblematic anti-war drama.

= ALCESTIS by Euripides | National Theatre of Greece
August 7 and 8 | Curium Ancient Theatre

The National Theatre of Greece participates in this year’s Festival under the direction of Dimitris Karantzas. The
title role of Alcestis is performed by Iro Bezou, while the production also features, among others, Konstantinos
Avarikiotis, Dimitra Vlagkopoulou, Giorgos Zygouris, Giannis Niarros, Kostas Nikouli, Aineias Tsamatis and
Theodora Tzimou. The production proposes a reading of the play, constantly hovering between tragedy and
comedy, life and death, shedding light with a strong political dimension on issues of sacrifice, power and social
responsibility, transforming Euripides’ play into a contemporary political parable on sacrifice, authority and the
cost of salvation.

Ticket sales are now open:
o SOLDOUT TICKETS

Info: www.greekdramafest.com

Ticket prices:

= €16 regular

= €10 concessions (for students, senior citizens, National Guard, large families, unemployed)
= €70 Festival pass (per person for all five performances. Only valid for non-reduced tickets)

Performances start at 21:00 | Please arrive at the theatre at 20:00

Audience transport from Nicosia:

To facilitate the public from Nicosia, organised bus transportation will be provided to the Curium Ancient Theatre
and the Paphos Ancient Odeon for selected performances. During the trip to the venues, theatre experts will
present and analyse the plays to the audience prior to each performance.

s For more information and bus ticket purchases: SOLDOUT TICKETS
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FESTIVAL'S PROGRAMME

COME Y CALLA PRODUCTIONS & MERIDA INTERNATIONAL CLASSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL, Spain
THE TROJAN WOMEN by Euripides

* Friday, July 3 | Curium Ancient Theatre

= Saturday, July 4 | Curium Ancient Theatre

With English and Greek surtitles

DAUGAVPILS THEATRE, Latvia

HECUBA by Euripides

* Friday, July 10 | Paphos Ancient Odeon

= Saturday, July 11 | Paphos Ancient Odeon
With English and Greek surtitles

NATIONAL THEATRE OF NORTHERN GREECE
LYSISTRATA by Aristophanes

» Friday, July 17 | Curium Ancient Theatre

= Saturday, July 18 | Curium Ancient Theatre
With English and Greek surtitles

PERSONA THEATRE COMPANY, Cyprus

SEVEN AGAINST THEBES by Aescylus

= Monday, July 27 | Makarios Ill Amphitheatre
= Tuesday, July 28 | Makarios Il Amphitheatre
» Friday, July 31 | Curium Ancient Theatre

= Saturday, August 1 | Curium Ancient Theatre
With English and Greek surtitles

NATIONAL THEATRE OF GREECE

ALCESTIS by Euripides

» Friday, August 7 | Curium Ancient Theatre

» Saturday, August 8 | Curium Ancient Theatre
With English and Greek surtitles

e Click for the poster reveal of this year’s Festival: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_ef7gQNwCg

Selection Committee

The Selection Committee for the “2026 International Festival of Ancient Greek Drama”, consisted of two
representatives of the Deputy Ministry of Culture: Giorgos G. Papageorgiou, Director General (Chair of the
Committee) and Georgia Hoplarou, Cultural Officer A’ at the Department of Contemporary Culture; two
representatives of the Cyprus Centre of the International Theatre Institute (CCOITI): Varnavas Kyriazis, Director-
Actor, President of the Board of Directors of the CCOITI and Nicos Theophanous, Director, Member of the Board
of Directors of the CCOITI; and three members according to merit, appointed by the Deputy Minister of Culture:
Eleni Xenou, Journalist-Writer, Vayos Liapis, Professor of the postgraduate programme “Theatre Studies” at the
Open University of Cyprus and Avra Sidiropoulou, Associate Professor and Academic Director of the
postgraduate programme “Theatre Studies” at the Open University of Cyprus.
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