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KIM, Jeong Ok, born in Korea in 1932, has made many distinguished contributions to the development of theatre and cinema in Korea 
as a leading stage director and university professor.   

After graduating in French language and literature at the Seoul National University he continued his university studies in Paris at the 
Sorbonne, following two years at its Film Research Institute by an advanced degree in contemporary French literature. Upon his return 
to Seoul he joined the faculty of the Department of Theatre and Cinema at Chung-ang University, (the first such college department in 
the country offering four-year courses), at the time of its creation in 1959. From 1985 to 1987 he was Dean of the university's College of 
Arts, and since 1996 has held the position of Dean of the Chung-ang University's Graduate School of Arts. A teacher of cinema for over 
three decades, he has taught many of Korea's outstanding artists. Outside the university campus he is best known as a prominent 
stage director and leader of one of the nation's most active theatre companies.   

Jeong Ok KIM played a major role in the foundation of the MINJUNG (Masses) Theatre Group in Seoul in 1963 and later in the creation 
of the JAYU (Freedom) Theatre Group in 1966. He has since directed over 50 dramas (including Aristophane's "Lysistrata", "Hamlet", 
"Blood Wedding", and J. Anouiilh's "Bal de Voleurs"), mostly staged by JAYU but also occasionally by the Korean National Drama 
Company. The majority of his works are verse plays of intense symbolism, closer to the theatre of the absurd that to the conventional 
dramaturgy of realism and naturalism. Since the 1970's he has largely devoted himself to the creation of "new drama" to represent the 
stage art of contemporary Korea. A playwright as well, KIM has directed several of his own works : "What will become of us after 
death?", "Birds fly away at Dusk","Flowers bloom even on a Windy Day". He made his debut as a film director in 1987 with "Flowers 
bloom even on a Windy Day", based on his own script. He has also written a number of books on the theory of cinema.   

Since the end of the 1970s KIM has been deeply involved in international theatre exchanges. In 1979 JAYU Theatre Group invited 
Japan's TSUBARU Theatre Group for performances in Seoul. JAYU performed in Tokyo and in Osaka the following month. These were 
historical events opening up cultural exchanges between the two countries that for political reasons had had little contact since the end 
of the World War II.   

Under KIM's leadership, JAYU Theatre Company has made a number of performing tours in Japan and visits to France, Spain, Tunisia 
and Czechoslovakia. As chairman of the executive committees of the International Theatre Institute's Festival in Seoul in 1981 and the 
Seoul International Drama Festival in 1988, he made further significant contributions to international theatre exchange and the 
promotion of understanding and friendship among artists from East and West.   

In 1989, under his chairmanship, the Korean ITI Centre organized a session of the "University of the Theatre of Nations". KIM has led 
numerous workshops in the framework of ITI World congresses (Helsinki 1989, Istanbul 1991 and Caracas 1995). In July 1990 he gave 
a lecture-demonstration in Bratislava on the education of actors. He has directed numerous courses in Europe including workshops in 
Switzerland 1998, Romania and Estonia 1999.   

KIM as president of the Korean Centre was a co- founder with the Chinese and Japanese ITI Centres of the annual BESETO (BEijing, 
SEoul, TOkyo) Theatre Festival whose edition 200 will be  held in  Seoul. In 1997 he was the artistic director of an international 
production of "King Lear" in collaboration with the International Theatre Institute's New Theatre Project Group.   

Jeong Ok KIM has been a member of the Korean Academy of the Arts since 1991. From 1979 to 1982 he was president of the Korean 
National Theatre Association.   

He was also president of the Korean ITI Centre between 1983 and 1994. He has been elected a member of the ITI Worldwide 
Executive Committee five times since 1981, and was elected to its vice-presidency in 1989. In 1995 he became President of ITI 
Worldwide.   

In 1997 Mr KIM was awarded the important IL MIN Prize and in 1998 was the winner of the prestigious NIKKEI ASIA Prize 1998 for his 
outstanding contribution to culture and cultural exchange.  

In January 2000 he was appointed President of the Korean Culture and Arts Foundation by the President of Korea. 


