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Homage to Fuad Al-Shatti 

I learnt with sadness several days ago that Fuad Al-Shatti, former president of the Kuwait Centre of the 

International Theatre Institute and member of ITI's Executive Council, had died while in Germany. He 

was a dedicated man of theatre who received numerous honours and marks of recognition for theatre 

work in his region. 

I want to pay homage to Fuad Al-Shatti whom I think of with warm respect and gratitude for his 

important contribution to ITI and his support during my time as Secretary General 

Fuad played a leading role in forging the links between ITI and several Middle Eastern Arab countries, 

hosting a meeting of the Executive Council in Kuwait in 2002 and creating a strong link between the ITI 

and the Ruler of Sharjah of the United Arab Emirates. 

At a number of critical moments in the life of ITI, Fuad's swift and farsighted actions enabled the central 

organization to continue its activity. With regard to Sharjah I'd like to look back a number of years to a 

particular moment during the Congress in Athens in 2002 when the drastic financial situation of ITI and 

the difficulty of obtaining travel support for delegates was being discussed in the ITI General Assembly. 

The discussion had dragged on but had eventually petered out without any effective solutions being 

proposed. 

No-one seemed to notice that a certain delegate had left his place in the Congress hall and slipped out 

without a word. But when Fuad returned the next day, we learnt that he had literally made a flying visit 

to Sharjah the night before to explain the situation to his longstanding friend, Sheikh Dr Sultan bin 

Mohammed Al-Qasimi, Member of the Supreme Council of the UAE, Ruler of Sharjah.  

Fuad was able to announce to the Congress, the good news that, following his discussions with His 

Highness, the Sheikh had generously decided to set up a travel fund for ITI with a first donation of 

10,000 Euros! And this sum was subsequently to be renewed on several occasions.  

Fuad continued to act as intermediary in ITI's relations with Sharjah and in 2007 Sheikh Sultan, (who was 

himself experienced in theatre and firmly convinced of its importance in all cultures) was invited to give 

the World Theatre Day message. Fuad came to Paris not only to work with the various partners on 

detailed arrangements for the ceremony at UNESCO but also took it upon himself to organize a private 

meeting of the ITI Executive Council with Sheikh Sultan in Paris to discuss the actions and needs of ITI as 

well as those of Sharjah with regard to theatre. The interest and enthusiasm expressed by Sheikh Sultan 

in ITI and his subsequent great generosity to ITI were absolutely crucial for its further activity. 

Fuad was a practical, and a man of action. He was frank and honest. He did not hide behind platitudes or 

bow to social conventions of politeness. He sometimes expressed his views loudly and boisterously, was 

not very diplomatic and rubbed people up the wrong way. He was prone to say out loud what others 

might think, but not have the courage to voice. Fuad was therefore not always appreciated by everyone.  

But Fuad had a heart of gold and was a very kind, hospitable and generous person. Although he was 

battling almost constantly with serious health problems over a number of years, he put his whole heart 

and energy into what he did for ITI, often behind the scenes. I was fortunate to be in a position to 



witness some of his most positive achievements for which I express my heartfelt thanks to him, both 

personally and on behalf of the organisation.   

I will remember Fuad Al-Shatti with much gratitude and affection and express my deep sympathy with 

his family, friends and colleagues. 

Jennifer M. Walpole, Paris, 20 April 2016 

Honorary Member of ITI 

ITI Secretary General 2003-2008 

 


